
Skyloft

Purpose-built to meet 
the needs of first home 
buyers, the Skyloft multi-
unit development utilised 
three products from 
James Hardie to achieve 
its cost and durability 
objectives.   

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Skyloft in Burns Avenue, Takapuna, is 
an excellent example of how responsible 
residential development can create 
attractive homes to address an urgent 
market need. In this case, affordable 
smaller homes for first home buyers in the 
Auckland market.  

Xinwei Gu, the architect for the project, 
was excited to be making a difference for 
an important group of home buyers.

“The intention of Skyloft was to provide 
more small-sized homes instead of larger 
multi-unit terrace houses, in order to 
minimise the cost per household and meet 

the demands of first-time homebuyers.”

To stay within project budget without 
compromising the quality and longevity 
of the structure, Xinwei designed the 
building using prefabricated steel columns 
and beams, a composite steel deck and 
concrete floor systems. From the outset, 
his preferred cladding was James Hardie’s 
fibre cement cladding products.

“Compared to other claddings that offer 
a similar performance, such as aluminium 
cladding, James Hardie’s fibre cement 
products have a reasonable cost, making 
them more accessible to developers and 
homeowners.

Specifying James Hardie’s cladding also 
assisted with fire safety compliance. 

“As the building didn’t need a fire sprinkler 
system, fire aprons were designed on 
the exterior walls between each floor 
to meet the fire protection regulations. 
This approach necessitated the use of 
a lightweight, non-combustible cladding 
system, which James Hardie was able to 
provide.”

Low-maintenance and stability were 
two other reasons for selecting James 
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FEATURED PRODUCTS
•  Oblique™ Weatherboard
•  RAB™ Board 
•  ExoTec™ Facade Panel  
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OBLIQUE™ WEATHERBOARD 

Oblique™ Weatherboard comes in two widths 
and can be used in both horizontal and vertical 
applications enabling you to create a range of 
different looks and designs.

RAB™ BOARD 

RAB™ Board is an innovative rigid air barrier that 
provides defence against wind and moisture in external 
facades. Used beneath cladding, it can be exposed for 
up to 180 days before cladding installation. 

Ask James Hardie™  |  0800 808 868  |  jameshardie.co.nz

© 2023. James Hardie New Zealand Limited. TM and ® denotes a Trademark or Registered Mark owned by James Hardie Technology Limited

Hardie’s claddings, in this case Oblique™ 
Weatherboard and ExoTec™ Facade 
Panel. Fibre cement claddings aren’t 
affected by temperature change, can be 
painted a large variety of colours (including 
dark shades) and require minimal 
maintenance. 

“For apartment buildings, it’s important to 
minimise the maintenance on the exterior 
walls. The low maintenance requirements 
of James Hardie’s claddings make them 
an excellent choice for this purpose.”

Another Hardie™ fibre cement product 
that assisted the Skyloft project was 
RAB™ Board pre-cladding, an all-in-one 
bracing, airtight and fire resistant fibre 
cement sheet.

“The RAB™ Board product allows the 
interior construction work to begin before 

the exterior cladding is installed, speeding 
up the overall process and reducing cost.”

During the design phase of Skyloft, Xinwei 
accessed James Hardie’s comprehensive 
specification system and detail library. 
These resources allow designers to fully 
understand product performance and 
construction requirements. They also make 
it easier for building consent authorities to 
approve technical drawings.

“For Skyloft I didn’t need to contact James 
Hardie for technical support, because 
everything I needed was available online. 
For other projects we have called on 
James Hardie’s technical support – they 
reply to our emails and provide guidance 
over the phone. We’re always happy with 
the level of support we receive.” 

EXOTEC™ FACADE PANEL 

ExoTec™ Façade Panel is designed for low-rise, 
high-rise and commercial building facades, 

fascias and soffits. It is a smooth-sanded high 
density fibre cement façade panel that works 

with a top-hat system to create geometric 
designs with 10mm express joints.


